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Lambert's only game. Every clay he must grow weaker,
while Monk was ever gathering new strength as troop
after troop and company after company marched into
Edinburgh from the Highlands.

In negotiation Monk saw the delay he needed. His
Council of "War, being thoroughly averse to fighting their
comrades who had bled for the old cause, embraced
the idea with enthusiasm, and a commission, consisting of
three colonels whom Monk trusted, was appointed to treat
with the Committee of Safety. A warm debate took
place over the bases of negotiation. The Council were
inclined to ask for a new Parliament. Monk insisted
on the restoration of his masters, nor would he consent
to the counter-proposition unless it were made contin-
gent on the refusal of the Bump to sit. Not content
with this, he gave the commissioners secret instructions
before they left not to disclose their power to treat for
a new Parliament till the last moment. For he well
knew that Eleetwood and Lambert would never agree
to restore the Bump if there was a possibility of a settle-
ment on. any other terms. Having thus very cleverly
thrown back the onus of a civil war on Lambert, while at
the same time he had done his strict duty to his commis-
sion and his best to prolong the negotiations, Monk agreed
to an armistice, and allowed the commission to depart.

At York they found Lambert with the head-quarters
of the English army. Professing an authority from the
Committee of Safety, he made an effort to treat with
them on the spot. But mindful of their secret instruc-
tions they insisted on the question of the Parliament
being first settled, and he was compelled to suffer them
to proceed on their journey.untry to turn against him, and for
